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NONCONFOKMITY.

BY J  ALLANSON PICTON, MA, J/JP.

THE title of this paper was not of my choosing, and when I
came to think of it, it appeared to me to present some pre-
liminary difficulties to which perhaps I had better allude.
Nonconformity, properly so called, exists only on a very narrow
portion of the earth's surface. It is confined almost entirely
to England and Wales. To a certain extent it may be said
to exist in Scotland, but on Scottish Nonconformity I shall
have another word to say presently. It is entirely unknown
in Ireland, it is also unknown in the United States of America,
and likewise in the British Colonies. It is unknown in Ireland,
in the United States, and in the Colonies, for the simple
reason that there exists in those happy lands no established
and authoritative Church, from which it is a crime, or at least a
social misdemeanour, to dissent. Where there is no legal standard
of Conformity, obviously there can be no such thing as Noncon-
formity ; and I could not but admire the sound common-sense of
Lord Salisbury a few months ago, who, when he was presented
with an address from certain alleged Irish Nonconformists
immediately remarked that no such people could possibly exist
in Ireland, since the Church was disestablished.

Not only is it the case that Nonconformity, properly so called,,
exists over a very limited extent of the earth's surface, but the
word has an entirely different meaning on opposite sides of the
Scottish Border. I heard an amusing illustration of this one day
when I was standing upon the Calton Hill in Edinburgh, and
surveying the noble prospect afforded there of the Modern
Athens. I was told that a good Presbyterian citizen had recently
been~showing the lions of his native city to an Anglican clergyman
on a visit there. They ascended the Calton Hill together, and the
Presbyterian citizen pointed out with pride the large number of
ecclesiastical buildings to be seen. Said the Anglican clergyman,
" Certainly it is a glorious sight." " Well, yes," replied the
Presbyterian citizen, "but it is a little marred by the steeples
of those interloping Nonconformists." "What!" asked the